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Strathcona Tweedsmuir School 

Okotoks, Alberta 

Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 
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Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 
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Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 

Gifts 

Structures Needs 

Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 
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Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 

VALUES 

VISION 

PURPOSE 

Purpose 
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Vision 

To be a program known for the quality of its people, practices & outcomes: 

  Programs that are integrated throughout the school and which follow an
 intentional progression 

  People who are professional, competent, collaborative, creative, caring and
 dedicated 

  Practices that are effective, safety‐oriented, sustainable, and demonstrate
 environmental stewardship 

  Student outcomes that actively contribute to achieving the mission of the
 school:  
  Developing initiative, perseverance, problem‐solving and compassion by immersion in

 challenging endeavours (character). 
  Achieving curriculum outcomes through experiential means (scholarship) 
  Providing opportunities for practical and intentional leadership 
  Building relationships through a small group context 
  Fostering life‐long physical activity in the outdoors 

Values 
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Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 

 Student 
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Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 

  Summit elevation  
  2050 meters 

  Elevation gain 
  Approx 550 meters 

  Travel time 
  About 3-5 hours 

  Starting point 
  Hwy 541 just west of 

Highwood Wildwood Fire 
Base 

Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 

Des
cen
t: T
rail 

Ascent: 
Rocky, vegetated, broken ground 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Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 

Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 

Ascending the moderately angled, vegetated ground on the lower ridge 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Instructors must be ready for anything… 
including changing poop barrels at the hut. 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Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 
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Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 

Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 
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Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 

Locate & Reach; Scene & Patient Overview 

ABCDE - Administer 1st Aid Treatment 
Primary Concerns 

If Safety Officer  
cannot be contacted 
(Or if the  circumstance  
requires  a direct link to  

Emergency Services)  

Contact Safety Officer  
ASAP  by Radio / Satellite Phone etc. 

Secondary Survey – Treat secondary concerns 
• Monitor for shock – Environmental  protection 
• Document - Accident / Incident and Patient  
Monitoring charts found in 1st aid kit / field docs. 

Ensure Safety of Staff & Participants   
Leader  to delegate responsibilities to ensure this 

Contact Emergency  
Services by phone / other  
means  (see contacts list)  

Continue to / attempt to  
contact Safety Officer 
 Base by radio / phone  

ASAP 

If external assistance 
 cannot be contacted:  
• Consider sending runner  
party to nearest point of  
help  
• Develop a plan 

         Documentation 
• Incident / Accident forms 
• Evacuation planning 
• Obtain written account from  
all witnesses 

Develop a Plan 
• Involve Safety Officer in decision making if 
possible 
• Consider evacuation options / patient condition / 
environmental conditions / emergency exit points 
• Evacuate / keep patient in field - possibilities 
• Review evacuation section of field manual 
• Consider impacts on / well being of remaining 
participants? 
• Evacuation logistics - gear / 1st aid resupply   
• If external assistance not contactable / no access  
      - Consider impact of remaining in field 
      - Food / water provisions / set up camp 

Protect the Scene   
photograph / document ion  
field manual / do not disturb  

if possible 
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Safety Officer takes incoming call 
Don’t hang up, don’t transfer unless you know a 
live person is there; Keep field staff on the line 

Contact Key People as appropriate 
(Refer to contact list In Field Manual)  

School / Family  
Communication Sequence 

    Document Gather all available information  
using Incoming Call Info Gathering Form 

STS Contacts 
• Safety Officer 
• Director of OE 
• Divisional Principals 
• Head of School 
• Available OE staff  

Other External Services 
• National Parks 
• Doctors / Medical Centres 
• Local resources  

Internal Response 
Safety Vehicle / equipment on standby 

Doctor/Med support on call 

STS Emergency  
Field Response 

STS Evacuation 
• Self managed 
• Staff Hike / Ski in 
• Staff Canoe in 
• Other 

External Response 
Initiate contact with (see contact  list in Field Manual)  

Head 
of School 

Liaise with and assist External Service Providers  
 Help group in field to prepare for outside contact  

Critical  
Incident 

Management  
Team 

Safety Equipment  
- Rescue resources  
Field Response Team 
- Rescue packs/ provisions 

STS Vehicle  
Pick Up required? 

2WD / 4WD 

  Determine Response Required  
Liaise with Field staff / Director of OE / Others 

Emergency Services 
• Police  
• Ambulance 
• Fire service 
• SES 

Remain as  
communication  

link to field staff 

Dir. of OE  
or delegate 

Major  
Incident 

Minor Incident 
Utilise Parent  
Notification Protocol 

School / Family Communication - refer above 

Take call from field staff 
Don’t hang up, Don’t transfer unless you know a 
live person is there; Keep field staff on the line 

Contact Desired Person / People 
(using phone, intercom, runner: See contact list)  

School / Family  
Communication Sequence 

    Document  
Gather information until you reach someone who can 
take over. Use Reception Desk Info Gathering Form 

STS Contacts 
• Safety Officer 
• Director of OE 
• Divisional Principals 
• Head of School 
• Available outdoor staff  

Other External Services 
• National Parks 
• Doctors / Medical Centres 
• Local resources  

Internal Response 
Safety Vehicle / equipment on standby 

Doctor/Med support on call 

STS Emergency  
Field Response 

STS Evacuation 
• Self managed 
• Staff Hike in 
• Staff Canoe in 
• Other 

External Response 
Initiate contact with (see contact  list on safety board)  

Head 
of School 

Liaise with and assist External Service Providers  
 Help group in field to prepare for outside contact  

Critical  
Incident 

Management  
Team 

Have a clear plan 
Take appropriate equip  
Have comms & #s 
cell phone, radio etc. 

STS Vehicle  
Pick Up required? 

2WD / 4WD 

  Determine Response Required  
Liaise with Field staff / Outdoor Dir / Others 

Emergency Services 
• Police  
• Ambulance 
• Fire service 
• SES 

Remain as  
communication  

link to field staff 

Dir. of OE  
or delegate 

Major  
Incident 

Minor Incident 
Utilise Parent  
Notification Protocol 

School / Family Communication - refer above 
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                     Terrain and Weather  
- How far from the nearest road are you? 
- What is the condition of the trail (if any) / access 

roads / terrain? 
- Helicopter access into the area? 
- Note: most helicopters will not fly in a remote 

area in poor weather or darkness 
- Suitable landing zone? Consider terrain 

Evacuation Considerations 

  Number and experience of potential rescuers  
- Are there enough people available to carry a litter? 
- What are the physical abilities of the carriers? 

                    Patient condition  
- Are they in need of immediate medical attention? 
- Is their condition rapidly deteriorating? 
- Would a ground evacuation aggravate delicate  
 injuries such as spinal column damage?  

                           Resources  
- Would an improvised litter suffice? 
- What is the availability of a backboard or  
 backpacks for making a stretcher? 
- Other materials available with which to improvise? 
- Helicopter availability 
- Logistical impacts on group – extra packs etc 
- Other resources available at base? 

Patient is picked up by a STS or  
Emergency Services vehicle 

Patient walks out escorted by a self-sufficient  
team of two people (minimum one instructor) 

Patient is extracted from the field by a  
STS Field Response / External rescue team 

Patient is carried to helicopter landing site 
 and evacuated from there 

  Evacuation Options 

Patient walks out with group or is carried out  
in a litter by the whole group 

Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 
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Strathcona-Tweedsmuir School 


